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The X-20 Dyna-Soar programme 
was an ambitious programme that
was a manned spaceplane that
could be dispatched to any point 
on the Earth in hours, and alert
enemy radar systems with only
three minutes notice of its arrival
at 18,000 mph to drop its weapons
anywhere on Earth. Far advanced
for its time the original ideas had 
evolved in the 1930s from studies
made by Austrian engineer
Eugene Sanger and via Nazi
Germany to the attention of the 
USAF in the early 1950s. By 1959
Boeing was striving for the 
coveted contract for the 
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spaceplane with the catch title -
Dynamic soaring (or Dyna-Soar).
Unfortunately, like its namesake,
it soon went into extinction, mainly
due to escalating costs of $430 
million between 1957 and 1963.
Cancelled within two weeks of the 
loss of President Kennedy in 
December 1963, though X-20
never flew (indeed nothing but 
models were built) its technology
survived to help, as with the X-
15, to support the design studies
and evolution of the Space 
Shuttle.

This book is an excellent 
addition to the ever expanding
space titles produced by Apogee
books. The one thing that is not 
included in a vast array of 
scanned documents is extended 
details of the biographies and 
experiences of the six pilots
chosen to  f ly  the vehic le .
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